4i2                      ECONOMIC HISTORY
later (1439), the craft of Hoopers showed how " the said craft
hath used afore this time for to have their light burning in
the festival of Corpus Christi in the general procession",
whereas now " divers persons " absented themselves from
the common assembly held " for the good speed of the
cause aforesaid " 1. At Worcester (1467) the pageants were
ordered to be " better and more certainly kept than they
have been before this time " 2; at Canterbury (1490) it was
said " now of late days it hath been left and laid apart to
the great hurt and decay of the city " 3. In other towns also,
the craft gilds were seeking to evade their obligations. The
rulers of Coventry (1494) insisted that all crafts should
contribute to the pageant, and complained that members no
longer recognized their duty of submission to the authority
of their gild 4.
Burden * The' grievous burden ' of the pageant is vividly portrayed
^ a petition of the Goldsmiths of York (1431) : " In the
name of God, Amen. It is not to be overlooked but rather
committed to memory that the Goldsmiths of this city of
York in years past have borne a grievous burden and ex-
cessive expenses on account of their two pageants in the play
of Corpus Christi. But now the world is changed for them,
and they have become poorer in wealth than they were wont
to be, in the way mentioned before. They made frequent
suit to the mayors and council of the chamber in order to
obtain assistance in this matter for the relief of their burdens
which were too heavy to be borne. But if this were impos-
sible they asked that they might be relieved from one of their
pageants with its attendant expenses which increase continu-
ally, since they could no longer bear the burden of both their
pageants without enormous trouble to themselves. On the
other hand, the Masons of this city murmured among them-
selves about their pageant in the play of Corpus Christi in
which Fergus was scourged, because the subject matter of
that pageant is not contained in holy Scripture, and gave
rise to more laughter and noise than devotion. Sometimes
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